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\ HE illuſtrious Perſon whoſe Conduct 
we propoſe now to conlider, has a- 
Qed: ſo diſtinguiſhed a Part in De- 
fence of the Trade the Honour and 
Reputation of this Country, that we 
hope the following Review will nei- 
ther be unuſeful nor unacceptable to 
the Publick. The lower Rank of his 
Majeſty's Subjects, who have no Acceſs to know the 

ſecret Springs of State, and for whoſe Sake this Review 

is undertaken, will learn from this, that no Merits can 
avail againſt miniſterial Influence; and that the greateſt 

Services perform'd to one's Prince and. Country may be 

— by an unſcaſonable Oppoſition to the M-— 
er. K 


OS 3 As * 


| | 4 . 
As there is no Occaſion to carry this Review farther 
back than the laſt four Years, we are obliged to begin it 
With his Grace's Conduct, in an Affair wherein he was 
under the itrongeſt Ties, not only from his Duty to his 
native Country, and his Attachment to the Principles of 
Juſtice, but even from Self- intereſt, to oppoſe the Deſigns 
of the Miniſtry. | 5 

Every Body may remęmber the horrid Action commit. 
ted at Edinburgh, when Porteout was murder'd, The 
Government being juſtly incenſed, a Bill was brought 
into Parliamem, by which it was intended that the City 
of Edmbargh ould be diſenfranchisid of ſeveral of its 
Privileges, and an Incapacity impos'd upon the Lord 
Provoſt, who happen'd to be at the Head of Affairs in 
that City. My Lord Duke of, Ale, who had fat in 
the Parliament of. Scotland, at the Time when the Aj 
ticles of the Vuion were debated and agreed to, and who 
remember'd, that the Parliament of Scotland were ſo jea. 


lous of whatever might affect the Privileges of the Royal] 


Burghs, that whatever related to them were put upon the 
ſame Footing with the Affairs of Religion; and by the 
Articles of the Unzoxirendred irreyerſible, even by the 
Parliament itſelf; '] ſay his Grace, who remembred all 
that, ſtrenuouſly oppoſed the inflicting any Ceuſure upon 
the City of Edinburgh upon Account of Porteous. Be- 
ſides, it did not * to his Grace, that the Factz al- 
legged. againſt the Lord Provoſt and the Town had in any 
Degree been prov'd; nay, on the contrary, there was 
the ſtrongeſt Evidence that both the Lord Provoſt and the 
City Council had done their utmoſt to ſuppreſs the Rio- 
ters; nay, they even ventured their Lives for that Pur- 
poſe, Upon theſe Conſiderations his G ce took Ocy 
cation to remonſtrate to the Houſe the Injuſtice and the 
Cruelty of inflicting upon the Lord Provolt- and the 
Town the Penalties contained in the Bill, and did it with 
ſo great Force of Reaſoning, that ſeveral Lords, who 
were before inclined to have a very bad Opinion of the 
Accuſed, found Reaſon to alter their Sentiments, and tq 
with that Aﬀairs had not been carried ſo fart. 
It may be proper to remark here, that the W 
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which his Grace made in that important Affair, could 
not poſſibly flow from his Attachment to'any Party, but 
rely from his Conviction of the Injuſtiee and. Severity 
of the Meaſure itſelf. The Enquiry itſelf was 'moy'd 
for, and the Bill brought in by L-——ds, with whom his 
G——ce has ever fince been of the ſame Way of Think? 
Ing; and it was oppos'd' by others, Who never were re- 
markable for their Attachment to any Sentiments which 
his Grace eſpouſed upon publick Affairs. 
But another Conſideration, beſides thoſe which aroſe 
from the Nature of the Crime with Which the Delin- 
quents were charg'd, had great Weight in determining 
his Grace to oppoſe the Severity of this Meaſure; and 
s in that was, the Nature of Bills of Pains and Penalties, 
t in MW which in his Grace's Opinion! were ſeldom juſtifiable, 
Ar. and never eligible. This was giving a great Proof of Dif- 
who Ml intereſtedneſs, fince, as his Grace at that Time owned, 
jea- MW he had not been always of that Way of Thinking. Ma- 
ya MW ny would haye' in ſuch a Cale rather choſen not to have 
the appeared in the Queſtion at all, fince they could not have 
the acted confiſtently with their former Way of thinking and 
the acting; but his Finde Was above theſe mean Conſidera- 
all tions, and thought that nothing could reflect ſo mueh Ho- 
don nur upon the greateſt Character, as acting conſiſtently 
be- with Truth and Conſeience, be the Conſequences what 
my Such was the firſt Act of IN to the Caurt from 
ras this noble D ke within the Period I have propoſed to 
the conſider; but if we conſider all the Circumſtances of 
io - that Affair, his worſt Enemies can never charge his Grace 
ur- in that Oppofit on with any Intention of diſtreſſing the 
c Affairs of his RI Mr, or even of his M. r, 
he Ml fince his Grace was joined in his Oppoſition by thoſe who- 
have ever been remarkable for not giving, in any other Af. 
th' MM fair, one ſingle Vote againſt the Court. But even ſo far 
10 MW back as that Time, the World began to talk, as if his 
ne G— ce's Conduct had been difagreeable to the M—-rp 
to and that he had laid hold of ſome Expreſſions that dropt 
from his G ce in the Heat of the Debate, to do him 
bad Services with his Royal M— r. His G-—ee's ex- 
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35 
preſſing at that time a Diſlike to all Kind of Fobbs might be 
no favourable Symptom, to the M—r, of his Conduct 
when a Jobb was to be in Hand, and might even then 
give him no ſmall Uneaſineſs in reflecting, that there was 
a Man in the Nation who held conſiderable Employ- 
ments under the Government, and who would be honeſt 
enough to oppoſe him, ſhould he purſue dark or diſho- 
nourable Meaſur.s. We ſhall not pretend to ſay, whe 
ther the Mine that has ſince ſprung, was then begun, but 
ſhall proceed in our Review. | 

The next great Affair in which his Grace thought it ne. 


ceſſary to eſpouſe the Intereſt of his Country, and the 


true Glory of his Sovereign, was in the Affair of the 
Convention. As I intend to confine this Review to Facts 
that are publickly known, I ſhall not take upon me to 
warrant the Truth of what has been given out, as if the 
Spaniſp Ambatlador, at the Time when Mr. Oglethory 
was ſent over to Georgia, ſhould. have preſented a Me- 
morial to our Court, -demanding that his Maſter ſhould 
be put into Poſſeſſion of that Colony, and that the Sub- 
jects of Great Britain ſhould withdraw from it within a 
Time therein limited ; and beſides all this, that Mr. Ogle- 
thorp and his Canaille, as the Don politely worded it, 
ſhould not be ſent over; and that when this Memorial 
came to be. confider'd in a certain Place, his Grace had 
given it as his Opinion, That he ſhould be ordered to de- 
part the Kingdom. I ſay, I ſhall not warrant the Truth 
of theſe Facts, becauſe they are not ſo publickly known; 
but granting they were true, his G ce did nothing but 


what was entirely conſiſtent with his Duty and Honour: 


But to proceed, | | 

Every Body knows, that in the Year 1738, after the 
Merchants, who had petition'd the Parliament for Re- 
dreſs of their Grievances, which they ſuffer'd from the 


"Inſolence and Injuſtice of Spain, had, to the Conviction 


of all the World, made out their Loſſes, both Houſes 
of Parliament thought it neceſſary to come to certain Re- 
ſolutions upon that Head. Accordingly, a noble Lord, 
who never was ſuſpected of Diſſatisfaction with the pre- 


ſent Meaſures, preſented five Reſolutions, which he 


_ thought 


Lane 
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mought were proper to be laid before his Majeſty, and 
which were underſtood by all the Houſe to ſerve as a Di-: 
rection to the M r, in all his future Negotiations 
with the Court of Spain. That the Reader may have a 
clearer Idea of the Motives that might induce his G ce 
to oppoſe the Meaſures that were taken in conſequence 
of theſe Reſolutions, we think it will be abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary to ſet them down in this Place, and likewiſe to 
| make a ſmall Recapitulation of what then paſt. 

1. Reſolv'd, That the Subjects of the Crown of Great 
Britain have a clear and undoubted Right to. navigate in 
the American Seas, to and from any Part of his Majeſty's 
Dominions; and for carrying on ſuch Trade and Com- 
merce, as they are juſtly intitled to in America; and alſo, 
to carry all Sorts of Goods and Merchandizes, or Ef- 
fects, from one Part of his Majeſty's Dominions to a 


are, by any Treaty ſubſiſting between the Crowns of Great 
Britain and Spain, to be deemed or taken as contraband 
or prohibited Goods; and that the fear ching of ſuch Ships 
on the open Seas, under Pretence of their carrying eon- 


rial on of the Treaties ſubſiſting between the two Crowns. 
hal WF 2. Reſolv'd, That.it appears to this Houle, that, as 
de. well before as ſince the Execution of the Treaty of Se- 
uth ville, on the Part of Great Britain, divers Ships and Veſ- 
n; ſels, with their Cargoes, belonging to Britiſß Subjects, 
but have been violently ſeiz'd and confiſcated by the Sani- 
ur: ards, upon Pretences altogether unjuſt and groundleſs; 

and that many of the Sailors on Board ſuch Ships have 
the been injuriouſly and barbarouſly Impriſaned and ill 
= Treated; and that thereby the Liberty of Navigation 
he and Commerce belonging to his Majeſty's Subjects, by 
on the Law of Nations, and by Virtue of the Treaties ſub+ 
es fiſting between the Crowns of Great Britain and- Spain, 
.c- WW hath been unwarrantably infringed and interrupted, to 
d, the great Loſs and Damage of our Merchants, and in 
e- direct Violation of the ſaid Trea ties. 
he 3. Reſolv'd, That it appears to this Houſe, that fre- 
nt i quent Applications have been made, on the Pare of bis 5 


other Part thereof, and that no Goods, being ſo carried, 


traband or prohibited Goods, is a Violation and Infracti- 


- 


Majeſty, to the Court of Spain, in a manner the moſt a. 
greeable to the Treaties, and to the Peace and Friend- 
ſhip ſubſiſting between the tWo Crowns, for redrefſing 
the notorious Abuſes and Grievances before mengigned, 
and preventing the like for the Futute, and for obtaining 
adequate Satisfaction to his injured Subjects; which in 
the Event has proved entirely Fruitleſs and of no -Effee, 
We think.cit our Duty on this important Occaſion 
humbly to repreſent to your Majeſty, that we are mo 
ſenſibly affeGed with the many and grievous Injuries and 
Lofles ſuſtained by your Majeſty's I'rading Subjects, : by 
Means of theſe unwarrantable Depredations and Sei, 
Zures; and to give your Majeſty the ſtrongeſt and moſt 
ſincere Aſſurances, that in caſe your friendly and power: 
ful Inſtances for procuring Reſtitution and Reparationto 
our injured Subjects, and for the future Security of their 
Trade and Navigation, ſhall fail of having their due Ef. 
fect and Influence on the Court of Spain, and ſhall not 
be able to obtain that real Satisfaction and . Security, 
which your Majeſty may in Juſtice expect; we will zeal- 
ouſly and chearfully concur in all ſuch Meaſures, a 
ſhall become neceſſary for the Support of your Majeſty's 
Honour, the Preſervation of our Navigation and Com- 
merce, and the common Good of theſe r a 
Such were the Directions which the Wiſdom of the 
Nation thought neceſſary to be obſerv'd in any future 
Peace with the Spaniards; but we mult not neglect to in- 
form the Reader that the latter Part of the firſt Reſolu- 
tion, viz. Aud that the Searching of ſuch Ships on the open 
Seas, under Pretence of therr carrying. contraband or pro- 
bibited Goods, is a Violation and Infraction of the Treaties 
ſubſiſting betwi.xt the Crowns ; was propos'd by my Lord 
z by way of Amendment to the Reſolutions, as 
they were preſented by my Lord C——y. The firſt of 
theſe Noble Lords, in a Speech which he made on that 
Occaſion, open'd a new Scene of Reaſoning upon that 
Subject, with which every Body Was both pleas'd, and 
ſurpriz d; pleas'd to find that Juſtice and Equity were 
ſo much on the Side of Great Britain, and ſurpriz'd that 
they themſelves had never found out the plain e 
A | | ruths. 
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to talk of p 


never wou'd give up, unleſs forc'd to do it by Blows: 


| L.. þ £ 
Truths which his Lordſhi den laid down. His Lord- 
ſhip found that there cou'd be no ſuch Thing as Contra⸗ 
band Goods, betwixt Spain and Great Britain, in the 
Meſt-Iudies; and that it was a Contradiction in Terms, 
fohibiting Commodities, and of confiſcating 
them in conſequence of ſuch Prohibition, upon Seas and 
Coaſts where all Trade was prohibited; and ſtill bre 
abſurd to pen to ſtarch Ships on Seas whete no 
Object of Se: | 
tence betwixt the Treaty of 1657, and that of 1670, and 


ſhew'd that in the one, which regarded the Europeans 


Dominions of the two Crowns, Mention was made of a 
Viſit, and the Manner in which it was to be made was 
expreſly regulated; but that in the other; which regard- 
ed America only, no Mention was made of prohibited 
Goods, none of a Vifft, and none of a Search, for the 
plain Reaſon above given; becauſe by that Treaty a mu- 
tual Prohibition of Trade being ſtipulated, therefore not 
only particular Commodities, but the very Trade itſelf 
was prohibited, and conſequently no Obje& of Search 
cou'd exiſt. This ſolid Reaſoning had ſo'great Weight 
with the Houſe, that the Amendment propos'd was, with 
a very little Alteration; agreed to unanimouſly, tho? there 


eatch could exiſt. He explain'd the Diffe- 


were ſeveral Lords who forefaw, that the Reſolutions, 85 


as they then ſtood, woud be an infuperable Bar to an) 
Treaty, unleſs the Crown of Spain ſhou'd expreſly dif- 
elaim all manner of Right, to ſearch our Ships upon the 
American Sas. F | 

The Reſolutions; to which the Houſe of Commons 
came on that Occafion, were neither ſo ftri&, nor are 
they ſo material for my preſent Purpoſe to relate; but 


this Step in both Houſes had that good Effect, that the 


People thought it was not riow in the Power of the Mi- 


hiſtry to conctude any Peace with Spain, to the Diſad-", 
vantage or Diſhonour of the Nation. At the fame Time 
it requir'd no great Share of Penetration, to difcern from 


the haughty Air which the Spauif- Court affum'd, and 
from the Reaſoning of her Miniftry, that the Right 
of ſearching Bri#ifþ Ships was what the Crown of Spears. 


Nay 


1 * 4 
Nay fo poſitive was Geraldino on that head, that he was 
often heard to wonder, that the Miniſtry here ſhou'd fo 
far impoſe both upon the King and the People, as to en- 
deavour to make them believe, that it was poſſible to 
conclude a Peace with Spain, in which ſuch a Renun- 
ciation ſhou'd be inſiſted on; for, to uſe his own Words; 
The King my Maſter, ſaid he, will as ſoon part with his 
Eyes, as with his Right Search upon the American Seas, 
All the Time of the following Receſs of Parliament was 
ra: inthe various T raverſes, which the Negotiations 

or Peace met with; and we ſhall not pretend to deter- 
mine whether there is any Foundation for what is com- 
monly beliey'd, that his Grace vey freely oppos'd the 
Convention when it was conſider'd at a certain Board, 
However, ſo fond were the Authors of it, that the Sit- 
ting of the Parliament was delayed for a Fortnight, meer- 
ly to gain Time to ratify that Treaty, and to make it 
more difficult for thoſe, who they knew wou'd oppoſe 
it, to get it thrown. out. 5 
- At laſt the Parliament was open'd with a Gracious 
Speech from the Throne, in which they were told, The 
<. Meaſures his Majeſty had purſued had ſo good an Ef. 
fect that a Convention was concluded, whereby, up- 
© on Coufideration of the Demands had on both Sides, 
the King of Spain had oblig'd himſelf to make Re- 
4 paration to the Subjects of Great Britain, for their 

_ Loſſes, by a ſtipulated Payment, and that Plenipoten- 
& tiaries were therein named and appointed for redreſ- 
4 ſing, within a limited Time, all thoſe Grievances and 
4 Abuſes which had. interrupted our Commerce and 
“Navigation in the American Seas.” Upon this ſome 
Lord moved that in the Addreſs preſented to his Ma- 
zeſty; * His Majeſty ſhou'd be thank'd for acquainting the 

e Parliament that a Convention was concluded, in the 
Terms of the Speech from the Throne, and acknow- 
_ © ledging his Majeſty's Goodneſs for: making, in Con- 
„ junction with the Parliament, Reparation for paſt In- 
© juries and Loſſes, and Security againſt future, his 
& great View in this National and important Affair.“ 
D Upon the Motion for this Addreſs being * 4 


oble 


1 3 7 | | 1 


<< BO AB AE = = = kw 


Us”) 


IS 117 ] 

Noble L—4 roſe up and deſir'd that the Journal con- 
taining the Reſolution we have ſeen above, ſhou'd be 
read; which being done, he objected to any part culat 
Acknowledgments upon the Subject of the Convention, 
till it appear*'d to the Houle, that the Meaſures which had 
been taken were in Terms of the Reſolutions. This 
was ſupported with great Eloquence and Zeal; and his 
G ce here gave a remarkable Proof, how well he 
cou'd diſtinguiſh betwixt the Duty he ow'd to the Perſon 
of his Sovereign, and the Rept he had for the Honour 
of his Country; for tho' he Well knew how ſhamefut - 
a Treaty the Convention was, yet he was fo tender of 
whatever related to his Majeſty's Perfon, that he declar- 
the ed, tho? he had as bad an 1 of the Thing call'd a 
d. Convention, as any L-— d in the Houſe had, yet that 
Sit. WF kc thought he ow d ſo much to his Maſter, as to oppoſe 
cer; nothing that had an Appearance of Zeal or Acknow- 
en ledgment for his Majeſty's Perſon. Beſides he did not 
"ole WF conceive, that any Thing they ſhou'd inſert in the Ad- 
| dreſs cou'd preclude any Lord from N his Mind 
Ous freely upon the Convention, when the proper Time came 
[ he for debating it. This Opinion of his Gract had fo much 
Ef. Weight with the Houſe that the Addreſs was agreed to 
up: without any Diviſion. „„ ONT. 
les, After ſo remarkable an Inſtance of his G——ce's Re- 
Ne. gard for his Sovereign, with what Face can it be pre- 
dein tended that his G ce fhou'd draw down the Chaſtiſe - 
en. ment of the C—t by any Piece of Diſreſpe& to the 
el- ¶ Perſon of his M,, ſince it is certain that in all the 
nd Speeches, and in all Reaſonings that ever happen'd on 
nd publick Affairs, his G ce {till took Care to expreſs 
me the moſt inviolable Fidelity for the Royal Perſon, and 
la- always confin'd his Cenſure to the Miniſtry and their 
the W Meafures. „ 
the | This is a Conduct that is warranted by the very Na- 
ure of the Conſlitution, wigen ſuppoſes that a King can 
m do no wrong, but that his Miniſtry may. This Maxim, 


In. WF as it is full of Duty to the Perton af S ſo it is te 
1 Bs 


wy greateſt Security to the Liberty of the Subject, as it opens 
Door for Enquiry into M publick MU E 
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in have been committed under the Authority or Sha: 


ow of the Sbvereign. Unhappy therefore muſt this 
Country be, if a Time ſhould ever come, when a Subje& 
of the firſt Rank for Abilities, Experience, Fortune and 
Dignity, ſhall be excluded from the Service of his $6- 
vereign, only becauſe he underſtands this Diſtinction; 
when the Puniſhment which he meets with in one Capa- 
City, ſhall extend to another; or, in other Words, when 
Servant of his Majeſty ſhall, as a Soldier, be puniſh'd. 
or what he does as a P or a Member of Par t. 
The next remarkable Occaſion on which his G— ce 
— an Opportunity to manifeſt his Diſlike of the M—r' 
roceedings, was in the D-—-te upon the, Queſtion 
Whether the Directors of the South Sea Company ſhould 
be examin'd in regard to the famous Declaration which 
was giyen by the Spau:fp Minitter to Mr. Keen, con- 
taining a Deteazance of the Aſſiento Contract, in caſe 
68,000 Pounds was not paid to his Catholick Majeſty 
| Within a limited Term ; and likewiſe a difannulling of 
the whole Convention, if the ſame Terms were not 
ö complicd with? His G— ce thought that this Motion 
was h'ghly reaſonable, becauſe it was impoſſible for the 
Houle to judge of the Reaſonableneſs of the Spaniſh De- 
| mand, unleſs they knew upon what Pretence that 68,000 
| Pounds were demanded it ſo inſolent, arbitrary a Man: 
| ner by the Spazz/h Court. This appear'd ſo unanſwer: | t 
| able, that his G ce was join'd in the Diviſion by ſeve; 
li rals who gaye no other Vote againſt the C—-r duringſW A 
all the Debates upon the Convention. One Circum- p. 
ſtance indeed might concur to irritate the Patrons of the N 
Convention, and that was, when they found there was 
nothing to be done in any other way, they call'd for the f 
Vote; his G—ce then unluckily ſaid : That they might fe 
carry that Qugſtion by N-, but it would never bell | 
in their Power to cram the Convention down the Throat, T 
of the People. In this he ſhew'd himſelf to be ag true T 
Prophet, as in the other Steps of his Conduct he prova u. 
hinielfa firm Patriot, | 5 


r e ee 


* 


+ 


= — -” 7 2 — 
— N ” 
)—ũ—ů ẘi ll V 2„ = - 


MD Qo F< & . td dt ot = 25 


a £4. 


— 


Now to make ſome Reflections upon this Piece of C 
een e 
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before the Senſe of the H——e had determin'd the Que. 
tion, than for a Britiſp Houſe of P t to vindicate 
the Honour of their Sovereign, and the Faith of ſolemn 
Treaties, by enquiring into the Grounds of a Meaſure, 
which, tho? accepted of with reciprocal Accord by out 
Miniſter at Madrid, ſeem'd to reflect ſo much Diſhes 
nour upon both. There, by one Daſh of a Spaniſb M——r's 
Pen, not only the Aſſiento Contract was ſet aſide after it 
had been eſtabliſhed by the Faith of Nations, but the Pere 
t. formance of the little that we ſeem'd to have gain'd by 
ce the Convention, was render'd precariovs and uncertain 
—r'; W and our Merchants again ſubjected to the moſt cruel and 
infamous Uſage from the Court of Sin. Not only ſo, 
ould but they did not know that all the Fains and Expences 
hich W which the Nation had been at, were to no Manner of 
con-: Purpoſe, becauſe if that Demand of the King of Sparx's 
caſe MW was ill founded, and if the South Sea Company refus'd 
jcſty to comply with it, the Convention was 2pſo facto null and 
g of MW void; which would have been the moſt intumous ſhameful 
not Proſtitution of the national Character that ever yet hap- 
tion pen'd: And the worſt of all was, that the King of Spain 
- the had honeſtly told us before hand what we were toexpect, 
De- as appeared from Mr. Keez's Letters, ſo that we could 
ooo BY not appeal to the reſt of Europe for Juſtice, fince the 
an- Whole of the Tranſaction was previouſly concerted be- 
ver · ¶ twixt the Spanifo and Briti fo Miniſters © © 
ve: Thus far therefore it muſt appear, that his G ce, in 
ring all his Oppoſition to the Court, had, at leaſt, the Ap- 
im- pearance of Reaſon on his Side, which was conducted 
the with the moſt profound Marks of Reſpect for the Royal, 
aß Perſon; and therefore there could not be the leaſt Rea- 
the fon, from any Part of his Conduct, ſo far as yet appears, 
ig for impoſing any Cenſure upon him. LE 
be The next great Part that was a&ted upon the political 
94 Theatre was the Approbation of the Convention itſelf; 
ei There all the Arguments, that we have ſeen before were 
vi urg'd againſt the Xddreſs took Place and had their full 


Force. I ſhall take no Notice of any but his G-—ce's 
of Conduct, which till preſerved the moſt inviolable At» 
le. jachmeng to his Majeſty and the Intereſts of the ons 9 


— e — — . Yd 


with great Solidity ot Reaſoning and Force of Eloquence: 


being ſubjected to a greater Share of Toil in the Affairs o 
Government. At the ſame time he declared, that he had 
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His G ce begun his Speech wh a Profeſſion of Diſin· - 
tereſtedneſs, in which we may venture to affirm he wa; "> 
belicyed by all the Aſſembly who were preſent : He then 
expoſed the pernicious onſequences of the Convention 


He ſhew'd to what a Degree of Meanneſs we were ſunk, 
when we ſuffer' d a neighbouring Court to diCtate to us 
in almoſt every Step of our Conduct, and to proceed to 
ſuch a Pitch af Inſolence, as to oblige us to break a brave 
Sea-Officer only for doing his Duty againſt à Ship of that 
Nation; and which, if he had not done, he muſt haye 
ſuffered by the Rules of War here. He likewiſe demon- 
ſtrated from Hiſtory, that the Convention was a Treaty 
that muſt have been rejected with Diſdain in former and 
more uncorrupted Ages. Nor mult it be conceal'd, that 
he took Notice how Queen Elizabeth, one of the molt 
lorious Prince ſſes that ever filled the Throne of Exg- hi 
and, never ruled by a ſole Miniſter, Miniſters indeed WM," 
ſhe had, but theſe were ſo far from being the ſole and ar- Me 
bitrary Diſpoſers of all Affairs relating to the Kingdom, MW. 
that they ſeem to have had no other Pre-eminence but in 


diſapproved of the Conduct of the Miniſtry, with regard 
to the Management of Foreign Affairs for eighteen Years 
paſt. He took Notice of the reſolute Maxims of Crom- 
well's Government, by which he had carried the Terror 
and Reputation of the Eugliſp Arms to ſuch a Height, 
and that the Principal of theſe Maxims was, Never 6 tt. 
ſuffer an Inſult npon the Flag of England, by any Power on Wl 

arth, to paſs unrevenged. He made a very accurate and I ne 
a very juſt Diſtinction betwixt a Viſit and a Search; he I, 
told the Houſe, that the Convention was a Meaſure of te 
the Miniſtry, not of his Majeſty; and that if they agreed We: 


to the Addreſs propoſed, that all the World would look ch 


upon it as a mean returning of Thanks to the Miniſter for WW th 
a Treaty that had given up all the Wealth and Commerce Wc 
of the Nation to the Mercy of its natural and inveterate 

Enemies; he explain'd, and in a very beautiful Manner Hof 


laid down, the Diſtinction we have already. taken Notice th 


"i 
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* The King of Britain could do no Wrong ; and he told 
he Houſe, That he 2 die before he would conſent 10 
„ oprove of a Treaty ſo diſhonourable in every Step.  - 
928 ff is doing an Bfaliee to relate in this 'patci'd Man- 
er. what he then delivered with ſo much Eloquence and 
in 10 beautiful a Manner; the Reader may judge of the 
Weight it muſt have had with the illuſtrious Aſſembly, 

when I acquaint him, that ſor ſome time nothing Was 
heard bat a . which ſeem'd to pro- 
miſe that the Queſtion ſhould be dropt: But other Speech- 


a s reſum'd the Subject, and the Addreſs was carried by 
eaty 2 confiderable Majority. | | 
: ; As we are now upon his G—ce's Conduct, weought 
T0 ot to omit one Circumſtance, which was, that a cer- 


tain great Man was ſo much alarmed with the Speech 
which be made upon the Convention, That he ſaid in 
I his Speech upon the Convention in the H—fe of 
cet ns, That, while he had any thing to ſay in the 
Government, military Officers ſnould have as little 
« Power as poſſible in determining the Point of Peace 
% and War in the Councils of his M ty; for, /aid 
&* he, they commonly court Glory by voting for War, 


" no matter tho? it is attended with Ruin to their Coun» 
a e try.” This was well underſtood by a certain honour- 
ars able Gentleman who ſat near him, as levelled at his 
— G— ce; and he accordingly next Day took Notice of it, 
bt. Is a Circumſtance greatly to his G—<ce's Advantage. 
bi As this was a very conſiderable Piece of Oppoſition, 
it may be expected we ſhould make ſome Reflections up- 
10 on his G ce's Conduct in this Affair. Very few are 


needful; for it is well known that it is the Duty of ever 
of Brit Nobleman to tell his Mind freely upon all ma 
ters of Conſequence to the Publick, eſpecially in an Af- 


: fair upon which the Honour, Intereſt and Commerce of 
dhe Nation depended; ſo that it never can be Toppos &, 
that he now feels any bad Conſequence from that Day's 


Conduct. | 

Let us now attend the D ke to his next publick Step 
of Oppoſition to the M—ry. Towards the Cloſe of 
the ſame Seſſion, a Meſſage came from the ge” Wy. 
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both Houſes, demanding a Vote of Credit and Conk. 
dence during the Receſs of Parliament; and to make thi 
Demand go the better down, a Copy of the fubſidian 
Treaty with the King of Denmark was ſent along wit 
it. The laſt Meaſure which ſtood firſt in the Meſſage 
met with no Oppoſition; but was rather approy'd off by 
all Parties; but very ſtrong Debates happen'd upon the 
latter. As the Sum inſiſted on was not ſpecify'd in thy 
Meſſage, the Demand of an unlimited Credit was vigo. 
rouſly oppoſed by ſeveral Lords, and among the reſt by 
his G—ce, who ſaid, that they ſhould look upon that 
Meſlage as a Meſlage from the Mt, and treat it x 
ſuch ; accordingty he enter'd very freely into the Natur: 
of Votes of Credit, and ſhew'd that the granting them, 
eſpecially to an unlimited Extent, was no other than vo. 
ing a dictatorial Power in the M—-r, and enabling hin 
to rule without the Aſſiſtauce of Parliaments: This he 
thought was a Power too great to inveſt even in the 
Crown itſelf; fince it is plain, that the Liberties of fe 
veral States in Europe are at this Day forfeited by their 
giving up their Power of granting Money. Thoſe d 
Spain were ruin'd by parting with it but for one Year, and 
the Power of granting Money according to the Exigen. 
cies of State, 1s at preſent the moſt valuable Privilege df 
a Britiſh Parliament, all this was urged by his G—e 
and other noble L——ds who ſpoke in the Debate; but 
the Houſe being aſſur'd that a Bill was in great For: 
wardneſs in the H ſe of C——s, by which the Sun 
ranted to his Majeſty was limited to Five hundred thou- 
land Pounds, the Queſtion was carried in the Affirmative, 
Thus far his G ce's Conduct is unblameable, wii 
Regard to his Behaviour towards his Majeſty. He op 
os'd thoſe Meaſures becauſe he thought they had an at- 
3 Tendency ; and becauſe he thought the [Interells 
of the Crown and People might very well admit of be- 
ing diſtinctly conſider'd from thoſe of the Mx. 
Another Queſtion that was brought the ſame Seſſion 
into the Houſe, gave his G ce an Opportunity again to 
oppoſe the Growth and Influence of m—1 Power, The 
'Crown of Spain was by the Convention oblig'd to pi I 
. 
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the famous 95,000 l. to the Subjects of Great Britain, 
in four Months Time after the Ratification of the Con- 


ſidianſ vention. The four Months being elapſed, and a Bill go- 
g wit ing thro' both Houſes, by which the 68,000 J. that was 
eſſige WY to be paid to the King of Spain, in Conſideration of his 
off bi Damages in the Year 1718, was appropriated towards 
on the the Diſcharge of Part of the Money ſtipulated by Spain 
in the to be paid to the Merchants, ſome Lords thought they 
 vigo-M had a Right to addreſs the Throne, to know if the 95,000 
eſt y Pounds were paid. There was nothing in a Motion 
n that of this Kind, but what was fair and dutiful; and it was 
t it a even, it ſeems, forſeen by the C—t; for a noble Duke 
(aturo ſaid, That he had Leave from his M——ty to acquaint the 
then Houſe, that the 95,000 1. was not paid. His G ce, a- 
n vr mong others, thought this Anſwer very unſatisfactory, 
; hin} and took Occaſion to tell his Mind pretty freely with 


Regard to the Power which Miniſters had lately aſſum'd 
in Brizaiw. The Word Miniſter, ſaid he, in the com- 
pf 1-0 mon Engliſb Acceptation of it ſignifies a Servant; but, 
their ſaid his G ce, it ſeems now to he utidetſtood in the 
ſe oi French Senſe, which is Maire de Pallais. It having been 
aud much inſiſted upon that the Motion was irregular, bes 
ger cauſe the Crown could not give an Anſwer but by the 
ge oi Miniſters who were to prepare it, and which the Houſe 
ce had already received. His G—ce upon this obferved, 
bu that he thought the H——ſe had already dealt with the 
For. Cn too much thro” the Medium of the M——ry, and 
Sun that it was now high Time for them to addreſs his Ma- 
noi jeſty, and have an Anſwer from himſelf, that they might 
tive. try what Effect that wou'd have in the Management of 
wits Affairs. He likewiſe obſerved, that formerly the Houſe 
op did not uſe to ſtand ſo much upon Ceremonies with Mi- 
niſters as it did now, and gave ſome Inſtances of the 
Freedom with which the Parliament uſed to treat them. 
It was however carried, That the H ſe had receiv'd a 
Parliamentary Anſwer. 
The next Step taken by the Oppoſit'on, was to move, 
that the State of the Nation ſhould be taken into Conſi- 
deration of the H ſe. This being carried, a noble 
d mov'd, that the Nonpayment of the 95,000. 
C Pounds, 
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Pounds, Sc. was a manifeſt Infringement, on the Part of 
Spain, of the Convention, a high Indignity to his Maje. 

y, and an Injuſticę to the Nation. The Truth of this 
was not diſputed nor denied ; but the Debate run, how 
far, in the then Situation of Affairs, it would have been 

Oe to agree to a Motion that muſt inevitably have 
brought on an Addreſs for an immediate War. His 

G ce declared ſtrongly for agreeing to the Reſolution, 
and ſaid, he hoped that a Britiſhʒ Houſe of P—-rs never 

ſhould be afraid to aſſert a plain inconteſtable Fact: That 

he lov'd open Dealing of all Things, and that he obſery'd 
that they who deal too much in Myſteries ſoon run into 

Methodiſm. But upon a noble L——d's aſſuring the 
H ſe, that nothing was now left but to enter upon 
Action, che more prudential Conſiderations carried it, 
and the Reſolution was thrown out. OM 

All theſe Steps in his G-—ce certainly were great 
Proofs of his Diſſatisfaction at the Meaſures then carried 
on, but none of his Diſreſpect to his Majeſty's Perſon 
and Government ; and ſuch an Oppoſition was very 
compatible with the Enjoyment of all his Places under 
the C—n. So that the Reader may expect to find him 
concern'd in ſome undutiful Steps towards the Royal 
Perſon in the laſt Seſſion; but, upon the ſtricteſt Review 
of what then paſs'd, we ſhall find the ſame Uniformity 
of Conduct prevailing in his G ce, and him acting 
with the ſtricteſt Regard to his Prince, his Country and 

his own Character. | 
Upon the opening of the laſt Sefſion, an Addreſs was 
mov'd for in Anſwer to the S——h from the T——-ne, 
in which Mention was made of Heats and Animoſities, 
as if they had ſtill ſubſiſted among them. His G——ce, 
among other L——- ds, ſtrongly oppos'd theſe Expreſ- 


fions ſtanding Part of the Addreſs. He thought, that | 


becauſe the M——-r was perhaps in a teſty Humour 
when the S ch was drawn up, they ought not to 
impoſe ſo far upon his Majcſty, as to give him room to 
believe that any Heats and Animoſities ſubſiſt at preſent. 
He was therefore very much of Opinion, taat theſe Words 


my 


ought to be omitted in the Addreſs, Ocker L——ds | 
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*1finuated, as if the H=—ſe might go farther, and even 
addreſs his Majeſty: to know by whole Means theſe 
Words were inſerted in the S nh from the T ue. 
But it was carried, that the Words in Debate ſhould 
ſtand Part of the Addreſs. 5 | 
His G ce had no particular Share in the other Tranſ- 
actions of the laſt Seſſion of P- t, Which are too re- 
cent to deſerve - particular mention here, to diſtinguiſh 
him from other L-——ds, who were likewiſe in the Op- 
oſition. But, in the laſt Debate upon the State of the 
Radon, he exerted himſelf with ſo uncommon a Zeal 
for the Honour of his Country, that-we thought it would 
not be unacceptable to the Publick, if we gave the whole 
of his S—ch. This we do the rather, becauſe it imme- 
diately prececded an Event which has occaſioned a great 
it, deal of Talk in the Nation, as if his G ce had done 
| ſomewhat in his Civil Capacity that merited his Diſ- 
rest miſſion from his M ſty's Service; but this Calum- 
ried ny is ſufficiently refuted by what we have already laid be- 
rſon fore the Reader. As we have no Grounds for believing . 
very that his G—<ce's Conduct has not been ſtrictly juſtifiable 
nder MW with regard to his Sovereign, his Country, and his own 
him MW Character, Therefore, if what is commonly given out 
»yal is true, that his Grace has received ſuch a Diſmiſſion, 
jew we are dutifully to conclude, that it is for Reaſons beſt 
nity W known to the So n himſelf, and which he 1s ob- 
ing 1ig'd to give an Account of to no Power upon Earth. It 
and is indeed a melancholy Conſideration to reflect, that the 
Mr has declar'd, He never wou'd give Bis Conſent 
was WW towards keeping any military Officer in Poſts of Power, who 
ne, MW Hould oppoſe the Meaſures of the Ad 2. And conti- 
ies, nued, He muſt be a pitiful Fellow of a Mimſter indeed, 
ce, ¶ who wor'd not adviſe his Maſter to turn ſuch Men out. I 
reſ- ¶ don't know if this Paſſage can throw any Light upon the 
that Step of diveſting the Duke of A-—— le of all his Poſts; 
our but as we have already ſeen that nothing undutiful can be 
to Ml charg'd upon his G ce as to his publick Conduct, 
to what nobler Character can any Subject claim, than that, 
nt, He was A MAN, WũIO wAS DIVESTED OF ALL 
rds His PosTs IN THE ARMY, BECAUSE HE ASSERTED | 
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Tat Gronry of His SOVEREIGN, AnD THE Ty. 
'TEREST OF His COUNTRY, aAcainST Typ 
PowER OF A Sole Piniſter, wHo, BY A Loxg 
TRAIN oF Weak Meaſures, HaD REFLECTED IDif- 
honour urox THE ONE, AND BROUGHT Diſcredit 
UPON THE OTHER; | | 


SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSISSHHSSHHSHHGSS 
POSTSCRIPT. 


T was propoſed to reſolve, That the uneæpected taking 

and demoliſhing of Porto Bello by Admiral Vernon, 
qvith no other Land Forces than 240 Men, lent him by the 
Governor of Jamaica, might not only have been rendred 
certain and infallible, but likewiſe, have been attended 
with further and greater Succeſs, if ſume of our Land Furs 
ces, commanded by experienced Officers, had been ſent ty 
the Weſt-Indies about the ſame time that Admiral ſailed, 
and that the ſending of no Land Furces hitherto into America 
is a manifeſt Piece of ill Conduct, in the Proſecution of this 
juſt and neceſſary War, 


And a Queſtion being ſlated thereupon, after a Debate, 


I; was order*d to leave out the Morde not only have been 
rendred certain and infallible, but likewiſe, | 


And the Queſtion being put apon the ſaid Propoſition 
without theſe Words, 2 Ps | 1 4 8 fi 


It was reſolved in the Negative, 


SPEECH 


SPEECH of the D-ke of Ale 
upon the State of the Nation ; 
April 15. 1740. | 


My LoxDs, 


HE Preſent Queſtion is of ſo great Impor- 

- tance, that I cou'd wiſh that every Lord in 
this Houſe was to declare his Opinion, with 
the ſame Sincerity, with the ſame Unreſery- 


Duty to uſe, when I lay my poor Thoughts before your 
Lordſhips. I, my Lords, have no View in ſpeaking up- 
ics on publick Affairs, but to do that Service to my Maſter 
is and my Country, that I think every Lord in this Houſe 
ought to aim at, without regarding who takes his honeſt 
Endeavours amiſs; for my own Part, my Lords, I have 
ever ſince I had the Honour to ſit in this Houfe, ſpoke 
my Mind with equal Freedom upon all Occaſions, and 
een will continue to do it the more fincerely as I have nei- 
ther Hopes nor Fears from this Adminiſtration, and as 
few from the next; and, my Lords, ſo void is my Breaſt 
on, of all partial Conſiderations, of all intereſted Views, that 
I dont care, if all my Thoughts were read at Charimg- 
Croſs, all my Ambition being to be thought a Man who 
ſpeaks and acts as he thinks; and, my Lords, it has been 
long my Opinion that, by ſuch a Conduct, a Man may 

even force the Eſteem of his Enemies, 
K I, my Lords, have liv'd long enough in the World, 
to be able to compare the once flouriſhing State of this 
Country with its preſent melancholy Situation; I have 


3 


edneſs which I think is my indiſpenſable 


_ alleviate his Grief? I know, my Lords, what has been 


ing that this has been our Cale, I am apt to believe, my 


Fortune, that the Nation has ſuffer'd too much in her 


than I did. At the ſame Time, my Lords, my QppolN 


ſeen, my Lords, a Time when Great Britain was glo. 
rious, triumphant and terrible Abroad, her Government 
lov'd, reſpected and envy'd at Home; when her*Enmit 
was dreaded, and when her Alliance was courted, [x 
there a Subject in this Kingdom, my Lords, who caq 
reflect that theſe were once the happy Circumſtances d 
this Country, and yet ſees the deplorable Alteration which 
a few Years has made, who will not feel a ſenſible Conf 
cern upon the Compariſon, however ſelf Intereſt may 


faid in Favour of thoſe who have been the Inſtrument 
of bringing this melancholy Change about; I know it has 
been attributed to Fortune and to unforſeen Cauſes, My 
Lords, I am very ſenfible that Fortune has very often! 
very great. Hand in public Events, and that a Nation maj 
ſuffer a great deal from Events, that no Human foretigh 
cou'd prevent or guard againſt ; but I am far from think. 
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Lords, that Fortune has been favourable to us, and pre. 
ſented us with many Opportunities of raiſing the Honour 
and Intereſt of this Nation to as high a Pitch as ever, 
even while they haye been ſuffering the molt, but that 
theſe Opportunities have been all wantonly ſlighted, and 
neglected. It is, my Lords, I am afraid, owing to a 
long Series of Miſconduct, to a long train of weak Mex; 
ſures, unſucceſsful and unnatural Expedients, and not to 


Character and Intereſt at all the Courts of Europe. A 
very flight Review, my Lords, of our Conduct for ſome 
Years paſt may convince any. Man of this Truth. 

The Treaty of Uzrecht, my Lords, is a Meaſure that 
we have been often told is the Source of all thoſe Incon- 
ſiſtencies that appear in our Conduct for theſe laſt five 
and twenty Years, My Lords, I had the Honour of 
fitting. in this Houſe at that Time, and to have ſome 
Share in the Succeſſes that might have entitled us to 4 
much better Treaty; I am very ſenſible it was not a good 
Treaty, and when it came to be conſider'd by the Houle, 
no Lord ſpoke with greater Freedom on that Occaſion 


tio 
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Bi tion to that Treaty could not . from any Diflatif 
faction, from any ill Will that I cou'd bear to thoſe who 
concluded it. I Iiv'd on good Terms, nay had perſonal 
Friendſhips with ſeveral who had a large Share in the 
s of | Negotiations that brought it about; but 1 oppos'd it, be- 
hich cauſe I thought it might have been better, and becauſe it 
Don- gave up many Advantages that we might have then juſt- 
ly claim'd. But, my Lords, bad as it was, I don'tthink 
you have made a better fince: And had even the Advan- 
tages which the Nation gain'd by the Treaty of Utrecht, 
t has been improv'd by the next Miniſtry; had they made a 
right Uſe of their Power in cementing the ſhort liy'd 
Miſunderſtandings, that ſoon after broke out among our 
maj Allies, and thus depriving Frauce of all the Means of re- 
gu trieving her Power upon theſe Differences, you might, 
ink. „ then happen'd, have gone on 
m from Glory to Glory till you had fix'd the Ballance of 
pre. Power unalterably in your own Hands. | 
nout But, my Lords, the ſucceeding Miniſtry took no 
ver Warning from the Miſconduct of their Predeceſſors; 
that they took no Care to avoid treading in their Footſteps, 
and tho the Ruin, to which they led was ſo elearly and ſo e- 
to a IM vidently pointed out; they fell into a Train of foolith . 
ca: Ml Negotiations which diſoblig'd and detach'd your beſt 
ot to Friends from your-Intereſts, and which gave your natu- 
her ral Enemies an Opportunity of retrieving all they had 
A loſt. They adopted a Maxim, my Lords, that any, even 
me the moſt diſhonourable Peace, was preferable to a War, 
and by their inviolable Adherence to this Maxim, they 
that MW have led you into all that Difcredit, ' I had almoſt aid 
com Scandal, that has come upgn you from all Quarters. 
five Ml This Situation, my Lords, is the more dreadful as it is 
r ofMattended with no Security. We have negotiated Our- 
ame ſelves out of all Reputation, and tho* we have been do- 
to 2 ing nothing, but forming Alliances and making Treaties , 
00d If for theſe twenty Years paſt, we have not at this Day one 
Ally in the World, nor one Treaty that at this Time 
ſtands us in any ſtead: My Lords, I appeal to Facts: 
Where are your Allies? Have you receiv'd the leaſt Aſs 
liltance from any Power in Europe fince you enter'd in- 
$: 0 
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to this War? or, is there any F SONS their de. 
claring in your Favour? 
Having ſaid thus much, my Lords, upon the General 
State of the Nation at this Time, I ſhall now trouble 
your Lordſhips with my Opinion as to this particular 
Queſtion. And here, my Lords, I cannet help declar- 
ing, that I think the Words of the Queſtion are extreme. 
ly proper, and that it is very becoming your Lordſhip 
Wiſdom and Dignity, while you have the State of the 
Nation under your Conſideration, to enquire into the 
Particulars which this Reſolution comprehends. It con- 
fiſts, my Lords, of two plain undeniable FaQs and one 
Conſequence; therefore I cannot ſee the leaſt Ground; 
for ſuppoſing, with a noble Lord who has ſpoken in this 
Debate, that our agreeing to this Reſolution can ever 
reflect the leaſt Diſhonour upon the glorious Succels at 
Porto Bello, or that it is a Cenſure upon the Congratula- 
tions Which have been preſented already to his Majeſty 
on that account. My Lords, Truth will be Truth, 
whatever Gloſſes are made to diſguiſe it, or whatever 
Attempts are made to pervert it. 'The preſent Queſtion 
contains nothing but what every Lord muſt admit of, 
The Parts of which it conſiſts are no way complicated, 
and muſt be underſtood by every Body who takes the 
Pains to conſider the Fact, my Lords, which is, that if 
Admiral Yerzon had been furniſh'd with a proper Body 
of Land-Forces, the taking of Porto Bello might have 
been render*d not only more certain and infallible, but 
have been attended with greater Conſequences to the Na- 
tion. My Lords, the noble Lord who made the Moti- 
on, gave your Lordſhips no ground for thinking that he 
meant a Scriptural Intallibiſity, ſuch an Infallibility as 
the Church of Rome veſts in her Popes, by the Words 
certain and infallible contain'd in this Motion; no, my 
Lords, as I underſtand the Words of the Reſolution, 
they mean no more than that, if Admiral Vernon had 
been furniſhed with Land-Forces, it was Fifty thouſand 
to One if he had fail'd in his Attack upon Porto Bell; 
whereas, there were many Chances to one againſt his 


Succeſs, as he was net furniſh'd with them, The Words 
| - | certan 
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tertain and infallible therefore are here put in Oppoſition 


making ſuch an Attack with ſo trifling a Number. For, 
my Lords, give me leave to ſay it, had the Spaniards be- 


Cul | 
2 hay'd with Reſolution, had they defended the Place as 
eme. well as its Fortifications might have admitted of, Admi- 
ſhips ral Vernon could not have ſucceeded. And as it was. 
f the MW my Lords, nothing but his own Intrepidity and good 
the Conduct cou'd have prevented his Ships coming very in- 
con. differently off; but he acted with the Reſolution that 
one became an Eugliſp Admiral, he ſaid he Cox'd tale the 
ands Place, and he would take it; and, my Lords, it was ow» 
this ing to him, and him only, that it was taken: For it ap- 
ever pare that his Ship did all the Damage to the Spatzaras. 
n Now, my Lords, can any Lord doubt, that if Admiral 
114. Vernon had been properly ſupported by a ſufficient Body 
eſt of Land-Forces, that he might not have attempted great- 
uth, - * than the taking and demoliſhing of Porto- 
> E010: x x 
th Having ſaid thus much, my Lords, in Defence of the 
f. Facts contained in the Queſtion, I come now to the Con- 
ted ſequence, which I ſuppoſe to have been that Part of the 
the Motion that has given riſe to all this Debate. This Con- 
+ ic ſequence, my Lords, is, that the not ſending Land-Forces 
od) WY with Mr. Vernon, was a Piece of Miſinanagement in the 
Me proſecuting zh1s juſt and neceſſary War. My, Lords, who 
but Joubts that it was? A noble Lord who ſpoke firſt in the 
J Debate, was pleaſed to ſay, that a great many things 


t. Niere neceſſary to be provided, in order to embark any 
e Number of Land- Forces for ſo diſtant a Voyage. wy 
8 po 


Lords, it is now a long time ſince I ſerv'd, and it i 


but, my Lords, I hope, that what I have forgot is amply 
0 ſupply'd by the Experience and Capacity of my Cotem- 
poraries and Fellow-Officers, and that they, (ſeveral of 
them, my Lords, fit in this Houſe,) will ſet me right if 
„I ould miſtake in any Point. My Lords, I have been 
"oF 4 little us'd ro Embarkations, and I do agree with the 
noble Lord, that the Embarkat'on of Troops is a very 
tedious and difficult n. But your Lordſhips * 
| | 3 


to the Precariouſneſs and Uncertainty he was under in 


ſible that at my Years I may have forgot a good deal; 


be pleas'd to obſerve one Diſtin&tion, which the noblt 
Lord did not make; and that is, my Lords, that there 
a great Difference betwixt embarking Horſe and Foot. 
have had Experience of both, and it certainly is no eaf 
Matter to embark any Number of Horſe; but, my Lords, 
It 1s by no means ſo difficult a Matter to embark five d 
ſix, or eight thouſand Foot. And had ſuch a Numbe 
been embark d at the time when the Troops were brougtt 
over from Ireland, my Lords, I make no doubt but y 
this Time we might have been in the Poſſeſſion of a Place 
in the Weſt- Indies, which might have paid us for all the 
Expence of this War, had we kept it. The taking d 
Porto- Bello, my Lords, was a brave Action, it ſhew{ 
what an Engliſh Squadron, if rightly commanded, cin 
do; but had Mr. Vernon been at that time furniſhed wit 
a proper Body of Land-Forces, I don't know how fit 
he might have carried his Conqueſts, Common Fam 
reports, that he is now before Carthage na, and I wiſh him 
all the Succeſs which his Bravery - Conduct deſerves; 
but does any Lord here doubt, that if at this time, ſuppo- 
"fing him to be before Carthagena, he had eight or ten Bat- 
tahons along with him, that he might not promiſe him- 
ſelf a much more certain and eaſy Conqueſt. Had he 
eight or ten Battalions on board, my Lords, might hc 
not attempt a Conqueſt of more Importance to this Na- 
tion than even that of Carthapena itſelf. My Lords, 
Fpeak of theſe things according to the Light in which 
they appear to me: What private Reaſons there might be 
for not ſending Land- Forces along with that Admiral, 
mall not pretend to account for, becauſe I am no other- 
Wiſe acquainted with the publick Tranſactions than all 
the good People in England either are or may be. 
* 4 noble Duke who has ſpoke in this Debate has ſaid, 

that the Seaſon of the Year is to be conſidered, and that 
the ſending Troops to America at certain Seaſons is at- 
tended with the worſt Conſequences to the Perſons of the 
Men. My Lords; I am extremely ſenfible of that, and 
know, that if you ſend Men from this Kingdom at ſuch 
a Scaſon as that they muſt land in Americn during the un- 
wholeſome Months, you {end them to their Death. + 0 
Whic 
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which Reaſon, my Lords, when I heard a great deal of 
Talk about an Expedition, and that we were to ſend over 
ten or twelve thouſand Men to America, in order to take 
the Havaunah or ſome important Place from the Sani- 
ards, I thought it was a very right Meaſure; but when I, . - 
heard that the Troops deſign d for that Expedition, were 
to be ſent off from Britain about the End of February or, 
the Beginning of March, I ſaid that it was impoſſible, and 
that they muit land in America at the very Time when the 
violent Heats and unwholſomneſs of the Climate mult. 
kill, at leaſt, one half of them. Therefore, my Lords, 
was very glad to hear that this Expedition re 
to a more proper Opportunity. But, my Lords, When 
Admiral Ferna ſail'd from this, it was the propereſt Sca- 
ſon in all the Year for ſending Men over to America; for 
they muſt have landed there at the beſt Time, and in the 
mildeſt Seaſon of all the Vear; ſo that no Objection 7 
that Kind can be brought againſt our not ſending: Land- 
Forces with Mr. Vernon. 45 we did not think proper to 
ſend them at that Time, my Lords, we loſt that Year, 
and if we ſhall let the approaching Seaſon paſs without 
ſending out the Troops deſign'd for the Expedition that is, 
ſo much talk'd of, we mult loſe another Year, and fo give 
the Spauiards more Time for fortifying and putting them- 
ſelves upon their Guard. So that, my Lords, I take it, 
this is a plain Argument why we ought to agree to this 
Reſolution; for if we knew at the Time of Mr. Vernon's 
ſailing from this, that we mult loſe another Year, in caſe 
we did not ſend the Land-Forces then, to be ſure, they 
who were in the Direction of Affairs were the more 
inexcuſable, as they brought another Vear's Expences up- 
on the Back of the Nation, which is ſo little able to bear 
it. For, my Lords, it is there that we can moſt, effe- 

Qually diſtreſs them, it is there that their moſt ſenſible 
Parts lie, and it is only by attacking them there, that we, 
can ever hope to get out of this War with Honour and 
Advantage. 1 £4408 n 

The ſame noble Duke was pleas'd to aſſert, that all 
had been done that was to be expected on the Coaſt of 
Old Hain, where we ny had a ſtrong Squadron Iying 
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for near two Years paſt. All has been done, my Lords 1 MW 
| What ſingle Thing has been done, (except the taking a ing 
Ship or two,) that could make the Spaxrards feel that you L 
| had a Squadron there: And, my Lords, give me leave di 
to ſay, a Squadron fitted out at a vaſt Expence to this ¶ re 
| Nation; it conſiſted of more and better Sh ps than even ¶ bl 
Sir John Fennings, who will always be remembred on I: 
| thoſe Seas to his immortal Honour, ever had the Com- i ex 
| mand of. It was a ſtronger Fleet, my Lords, than ever i i 
was given to Sir Joh Norris, who certainly, in his Way 
as a Sea-Officer, is ſuperior to any Man in Europe. My 
Lords, I think the Service upon which Mr. Haddoc was 
ſent deſery*d to have been cornmitted to one of your Ad- 
mirals, the beſt and ableſt Officer in his Majeſty's Ser- 
vice; I ſay this, my Lords, without any Intention to re- 
fle& upon any Gentleman who has the Honour to ſerve 
his Majeſty as a Sea-Officer; I have a great Eſteem for 
all, and no Exceptions to any of them: But, my Lords, 
as our Reputation was beyond all things to be regarded, 
eſpecially at the Beginning of this War, I think we ought 
to have employed thoſe who had Rank and Standing in 
the Fleet, beſides Courage, which every Man is ſuppoſed 
to have; and this would have, perhaps, given the Spani- 
ards to underſtand that we were in Earneſt, as much as 
any thing except ſome vigorous Stroke. 
ut, my Lords, give me leave to ask what has this 
great Fleet done? What Return has the Nation had for 
all the immenſe Expences ſhe has been at in fitting it out? 
Has it done any Thing to retreive your Honour, any 
Thing to revenge your Wrongs, any Thing that may an- be 
{wer the great and necetlary Purpoſes for which this War th: 
was enter'd into? No: the Trade of the Nation has ſuf» pe 
fer'd vaſtly in thoſe very Seas where this Fleet lay. The WW to 
Spaniards have indeed been prevented from ſending out vic 
their Ships; but at the ſame time they have got a great Ml ha 
many ſafely home, notwithſtanding the Vigilance of this tin 
Fleet of ours. Then has nothing been done, my Lords, . 
and will any Man ſay that nothing was to be done? Un- Pre 
experienc'd as I am, in Naval Affairs, I could point out i fle 
| e ſeveral the 
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ſeveral things that might have been done, beſides block - 
ing their Ships up in the Bay of Cales. 7, 

And here, my Lords, 1 muſt beg your Lordſhips In- 
dulgence a little, if I give the Houſe my Sentiments with 4 
regard to that favourite Piece of Service, I mean the 
blocking up the Spaniſh Fleet in the Bay ot Cales. I know , 
Jam ſingular in my Opinion on that Head, and 1 don't 
expect that many Lords will be of my Way of Thinking 
inthis Particular; but, my Lords, I think it was a very 
uſeleſs, ill-judg'd Piece of Service. It was a Piece of 
Service that this Nation had much better been without. 
Iam ſorry, my Lords; that I differ with thoſe who gave 
the Orders in this Reſpect; but I think it had been much 
better that the Sani ſh Fleet had ſail'd. For, my Lords, 
if it had ſail'd, we could have follow'd them to America, 
perhaps overtaken them at open Sea; in any Event we 
mult have met with them in their H/e/# Indies, and then, 
my Lords, we could have deſtroy'd or taken them, 
which would have been a brave and a ſeaſonavle Piece of 
Service to the Nation. Nay, my Lords, if we had had 
a proper Land-Force on board, we could at the ſame 
tiwe have made other Puſhes, which could not have fail'd 
of being of vaſt Advantage to this Nation, and putting 
— Ditterences betwixt us and Spain upon a very ſhort 

ue. | „ | 

But, my Lords, to what Purpoſe has this Fleet been 
blocking up the Span; Ships all this time in their Har- 
bour? It I am rightly inform'd, or if I am to give any 
Credit to what is very publickly talk'd, that Service has 
been ineffectual; for the Spaniſh Ships have eſcap'd. So - 
that, my Lords, we have for two Years, at a vaſt Ex- 
pence, been endeavouring to do what we find turns out 
to no manner of Account, while there were many Ser- 
vices which that Fleet might have perform'd, that muſt - 
have put an End to the War in our Favour before this 
time. I know, my Lords, it is given out that Portma- 
hon was in Danger, and that our Admiral has ſaild to 
prevent any Surprize from that Quarter; but when I re- 
flect upon the long Time. he has now been at Sea, and 
the Nature of the Segs where he has been lying, I doubt 
| "29 
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his Ships have been ſo "i . 2 of Order, that he 
has been obliged to leave his Station. From what ! have 
ſaid, your Lordſhips may ſee that it is evident, the War 
on that Quarter has been very ill manag'd : and Fortune 
is not to blame; for we have met witn no croſs Acci. 
dents, no Loſſes that have diſabled us from performing 
Services chat might nave been ſolid and laiting Advan- 
tages to the Nation, beſides ſaving the vaſt Sums that we 
have been obliged to expend. I ſnhall not, my Lords, pre-. 
tend to point out by whoſe Fault all this has happened. 
know Admiral Haadocł to be a very brave worthy Man, 
and one who I'm ſure wou'd, as far as the Force he had 
with h:m cou'd reach, perform any Service for the Ho- 
nour of his King and Country, that he was. ſent out for: 
In ſhort, my Lords, I know him to be a Man, who, as a 
Sea-Officer has every good Quality, except that of great 
Experience in great Command. Per all theſę Reaſons, 
my Lords, when I reflect upon the unactive State he has 
been in ever ſince he ſailed from England, when at the 
ſame time I reflect upon the great Services, which it was 
in his Power to have perform'd, I cannot in Charity but 
doubt that his Inſtructions bound up his Hands. There 
is not, my Lords, a common Sailor that won't tell you. 
if you ask him, that fifty 'T'hings might have been doneto 
annoy the Sparzards upon thoſe very Seas. 6 

Having faid this much with regard to Admiral Had. 
dock, and what has been done in the Mediterranean, 
ſhall now take the Liberty to make ſome Obſervations 
upon what a noble Duke has ſaid in Excuſe for our not 
ſending a ſufficient Number of Troops to the Meſt-In. 
dies. His Grace took notice, that when Mr, Vernon 
ſail'd, the Battalions from T[re/aud had been arriv'd but 
two Days, and therefore that they were in a very bad 
Condition to be ſhipp'd on Board for ſuch a Voyage. It 
is very true, my Lords, that it muſt have been impracti- 
cable to have ſent theſe Troops on Board at that Time. 
Bat what I would be inform'd of is, Why thoſe Troops 
from Ireland were not ſooner brought over? Can it be} 
- gory that it was uncertain We ſhould enter into 4 

Var with Spar before that Time. My Lords, I A 
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any hand in fuch a Conduct, as Jevery Day obſerve; 4 


ad 
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to the Papers upon yout Lordſhips Table to prove, that, 


even in the Opinion of our Miniſtry, the War was then 


inevitable. I appeal to what paſs'd in this very g 


when ſeveral Lords, who certainly knew a great deal © 


what was paſſing at that Time, declar'd that all ſpeaki ng 
and treating was now atan End, and that then was the 


Time for acting. But, my Lords, where could the 
Harm have been, if, upon even the Suſpicion that the Na- 


tion was to enter into a War, theſe Troops had been 


brought from Ireland? But, my Lords, the very Letters 
which Geraldino wrote up and down this Kingdom before 


he Went away, don't leave us the leaſt room to queſtion, 


but that the Miniſtry, long before that Time, knew that 


a Rupture with Spai was unavoidable. 1 
My Lords, I come now to ſpeak a little with regard 

to the Management of our Affairs at Land, the Element 

to which my Services have been moſtly confin'd. . And 


| here, my Lords, give me leave to ſay, that I muſt give 
up all Pretenſions to common Senſe, if there have not 


been many wrong Steps taken in the Affairs of the Army, 
ſo far as appears to me, ſince our entring into this Wir 


1am glad of this Opportunity of diſclaiming my havin 


they who give the Orders ſhall reap any Honour from 
their Management, I ſhall rob them of no Share of it, and 


-I wiſh them much Joy in it; but at the ſame time while 


that I renounce the Honour, I refuſe to have any Part of 
the Diſcredit that may ariſe from the preſent Meaſures 
that are purſued. The noble D-—ke'who ſpoke in the 


Debate ſaid, that he ſhould have look'd upon himſelf as a 


Traitor to his Prince, if he had adviſed him to any other 


Meaſures than what have been purſued. My Lords 
there the noble D— ke and I widely differ; had þ had 


the Honour to have adviſed his Majeſty, I ſhould have 
been clearly of Opinion; that a Body of 6 or $000 Men 
had been ſent out with Mr. Vernon, and thoſe too of tlie 
very beſt Troops we have. It was owing to Mr. Fer- 
non s e my Lords, that he ſucceeded as he did, 
and he has been nobly rewarded. He has, my Lords, 
had the very ſame Re ward that was beſtowed upon the 


late 
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| late Duke of Marlborough upon the Victories of Hhch/ter 
| Kamelies, and Malplaquet; and that is the Addreſſes b 
both Houſes of Parliament, and of the City of Londun. n 
- congratulating his Majeſty upon his Succeſs. So tha MM it 
there cannot, my Lords, be greater Honours done to 2 t. 
Subject, than what has on this Occaſion been done oc 
that brave honeſt Man Mr. Fernon; that is the greateſt 
Character that I can give any Man; and that Character! 
know he deſerves. But, my Lords, no Officer in the M © 
King's Service has for ſome Years paſt made fo little a 1 
ö Figure in his Way as this gallant Admiral has done; F 
cannot ſay what this is owing to, but his preſent Glory te 
makes him ample Amends for all his late Obſcurity, Ml v 
And, my Lords, give me leave here to obſerve, what a ti 
| vaſt Encouragement it is for all his Majeſty's Officers to 
do their Duty, when they reflect that their Succeſs pro- ; 
n 
ti 
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Cures them the greateſt Rewards and Honours. 
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My Lords, I am far from believing the Gentlemen of 
the Navy, when they tell us, that their Ships are a ſif- 
ficient Guard to our Coaſts, and that we can by means 
of them prevent all Invaſions. I do admit, my Lords, 

that the French may take an Opportunity to throw over 
10 or 12, 00 Men here, and that our Ships can't prevent 
their E but, my Lords, tho' we had ſent out 10 
Battalions with Mr. Vernon, we ſtill had 18,000 Men left 
1 to guard the Nation, and theſe mult have been an Ovet- 

match for any Number of Men the French cou'd have 

landed here. All the Number, my Lords, which the) 
can throw over to this Country before our Fleet come to 
b - our Aſſiſtance are ſo inconſiderable, that their Landing 
would deſerve the Name of a Surprise rather than of al 
Iuvaſion. | | | 10 


„ ͤ +. 

Let us ſuppoſe the worſt, my Lords, and that we had 
been invaded with a greater Number, our 18,000 Men 
8 muſt (till have made head againſt them; and 1 dare ſay, 
it could have been no difficult thing for the Government 


caſion for. bs EOS 

But, my Lords, I cannot for my Life conceive what 
ter] MW hould tempt France to invade you; ſhe has at tie Head 
of her Councils a Miniſter who .knows how to make 


le a MW Peace and how to make War, and both equally to the 


e; Honour of his Country. If that Miniſter, my Lords, en- 


tertains any Deſigns to the Prejudice of this Nation, he 


1 

thy will never invade us, while he has us in the very Situa- 
at a tion he could wiſh for. We are now paying great Fleets, 
r$ to eat Armies, my Lords, we have been paying them for 
pro- M8 tome Years paſt, and all to no Purpoſe. This plays the 


Game of France, if ſhe has a Deſign to break with you, 


more effectually than any Invaſion can do, while the Na- 
tion reaps no Advantage from the vaſt Expence ſhe is at. 


My Lords, I am afraid we are now ſuffering more than 


o 

* 

if ſhe were actually at War with us; we, from Vear to 
5 

* 


Vear, keep up uſeleſs Armaments by Sea and Land, 


which muſt ruin our Finances; and Finances, my Lords, 


are the Blood and Sinews of War. 


n of The noble D—ke took notice, that our agreeing to 
ſuf- MW this Reſolution look'd like paſſing a Cenſure upon what 
ans we had already congratulated his Majeſty for. No, my 


rd, Lords, I ſee no Reaſon for viewing it in that Light. It 


yer is very poſſible that this Houſe may approve of one Step 


vent and diſapprove of the reſt, and I believe there are many 


10 Precedents of it. The noble D—ke likewiſe ſaid, 


let that the infamous Libels which are daily publiſhed a- 
et: gainſt the Government, are a proper Conſideration for 
axe this Houſe, when we are upon the State of the Nation. 
hey My Lords, I have occaſion to ſee a good many Papers 


eo wrote upon publick Affairs upon both Sides of the Que- 
ing ſtion. My Opinion of them, my Lords, is, that on one 


au Side they are weak, ſcurrilous, void of Reaſoning, and 
never can be accus'd of Wit. On the other Side, they 
are Wrote with at leaſt a = of Reaſoning and Argu- 


ment, 


* 
ſ 1 
1 


to have raiſed Recruits, as many as they could have Oc- 
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ment, and with Regard to good Senſe and good Man- 
ners. And, my Lords, it is notorious, that in the Pa- 
755 of the former, ſome of the greateſt Characters in the 

ation have been attack'd and blacked; ſo that an En- 


quiry of that Kind, would, I believe, come out no way] 


in Favour of thoſe who write for the A-—n. - 

Upon the Whole, my Lords, I don't ſee the leaſt In. 
conveniency that can attend your Lordſhips agreeing to 
the Reſolution : To me it contains nothing but a plain 
demonſtrable Fact; and all the Avant | have heard 


. againſt it have rather confirm'd me in favour of it. I fee 


no Reaſon why your Lordſhips ſhould be in any Pain a. 
bout agreeing to a Thing that can affect but a very few, 
and may occaſion the future Management of this War to 
be put upon a more 1are and adyantageous Footing for 


this Nation than it has hitherto been, I am perſuaded, Þ 


my Lords, that if the Thing that is cenſured in this Re- 
{ſolution had been properly provided againſt, we ſhould 
have by this Time: brought Our Enemies very low, and 
have either oblig'd thoſe who are neuter to be our very 
good Friends, or to declare thenifelves in ſuch a Man: 
ner as might put us upon our Guard, and let us know 
what we are to expect. My Lords, I ask your Lord- 
ſhips Pardon for having troubled you thus long, but 1 
thought the Importance of the Occaſſon required 14 
mall conclude with declaring, THAT IA FOR AGREE* 


ING TO THE MOTION. ' © - 
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